
1188 People/Hour 40%
961   People/Hour 33%
684   People/Hour 23%
111   People/Hour 3.8%

Pender Street Volumes

1232 People/Hour 65%
517   People/Hour 27%
77   People/Hour 4%
68   People/Hour 3.6%

Abbott Street Volumes

This data is based on observations
conducted in August, 2015.
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WHO WE ARE:

OUR FOCUS:

METHODOLOGY: WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

WHAT IS A SLOW STREET?

A TYPICAL OBSERVATION:Slow Streets is a Vancouver based Urban Design and 
Planning research group providing original evidence for 
people oriented streets.

Our focus is to create value for everyone by studying and 
exploring street designs that achieve the broadest and 
greatest return on investment.

A typical Slow Streets observation collects data on who and how people are using 
public streets. The data collected provides insights into the overall perceived 
safety and comfort of the sidewalk experience and travel environment. It is 
important to design our cities for everyone and all ages 8 to 80, therefore we 
must look for indicator species demonstrating a healthy public space such as 
women, children, older adults and people with physical impairments.

We always strive to communicate the inefficient and unproductive allocation 
of space on city streets. 

MAXIMIZING THE RETURN 
ON PUBLIC INVESTMENTS

RESULTS DRIVEN
If people are hit by 
a car travelling:

Our streets are a public asset paid for by everyone.  
Shouldn’t we aim to maximize the value generated, and 
produce the highest return on these investments?  

Our streets have a limited capacity and in many cases it is not cost-effective 
or spatially possible to expand. Therefore, prioritizing slower modes can help 
cities move more people, while simultaneously achieving other goals such as 
higher economic, social and environmental performance. 

Streets serve diverse functions and are not just about mobility. They also play 
a placemaking role in our cities. Focusing on slower modes can enhance the 
quality of place in our cities by opening up the street to new purposes. 

At Slow Streets, our focus is to implement change today not 
tomorrow.  Too often cities are seeking a perfect solution 
which delays the critical upgrades we need today. 

Slow Streets are unique to their context and do not adhere to a one-size-fits-
all-approach. Whether people are riding transit, cycling, driving or walking, 
Slow Street design reflects that different modes and different people have 
different needs and every person deserves to feel safe and comfortable 
regardless of who they are and how they travel. 

1. Walking

2. Cycling

3. Public Transit
4. Shared Vehicles

5. Private Vehicles

Slow Streets make it easy for everyone, regardless of 
how they travel, to safely and comfortably use the street.

A Slow Street is one 
in which there is a 
hierarchy of modes 
that prioritizes the 
most vulnerable 
users. It’s not about 
prohibiting cars, but 
about prioritizing 
access over moving 
vehicles through. 

Using an observation-based methodology, Slow Streets collects data on the 
demographics and activities of people in our public streets and spaces. This 
provides a snapshot of street-level activities. Slow Streets then analyzes the 
resulting data, determines cost-effective solutions and communicates the 
findings in high quality reports and other mediums.

The key to this is investing in lighter, quicker, and cost effective solutions that 
achieve the desired results today rather than tomorrow. Once the funding is in 
place the lighter infrastructure can be replaced with permanent materials. 

Pilots or temporary infrastructure reduce the risk but also provide a physical 
design that can be used and observed for its effectiveness. It is also easier to 
make tweaks before the design is finalized.  We believe that the key to resilient 
and sustainable cities is to focus our efforts on building flexible solutions that 
can be modified easily.

Gender

Socializing Walking Through Shopping

Overall count Groups

Age

Impairment

Walking Cycling Transit Vehicle

A Slow Street will: 
1. Improve revenues for businesses
2. Foster a more pleasant place to walk, cycle, shop or stay
3. Improve safety for drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and transit users

UNCOMFORTABLE SIDEWALK EXPERIENCES

CONGESTION: IT AFFECTS EVERYONE

DEMOGRAPHICS:

HOW DID PEOPLE GET THERE:

ACTIVITIES:

CONTEXT:

ITS A SPACE ISSUE!

DISPROPORTIONATE ALLOCATION OF SPACE

Congestion is expected to cost the region $1 Billion by 2045. Congestion is 
an issue that affects everyone, not just those driving.

You can move more people per hour walking, cycling and using transit in the 
same space as driving.

Higher vehicle speeds not only create more noise but also dangerous 
environments for people walking and cycling.

It is not only how many people, but also how people use our streets that is 
important. The test of a great place is whether people want to linger and socialize 
with their peers. For example, what percentage of people are contributing to 
the local economy?

It is also important to record the context of public space. Noise has a large 
impact on people’s comfort and mental health.

High volumes of fast moving vehicles emit loud noises and unpleasant 
emissions which erodes the sidewalk experience.

Weather Sound Level 
Measurement

Temperature

HIGH SPEEDS ARE UNSAFE

Source: Carlton Reid, Flickr

We recognize that streets can perform three functions: 

Place, Mobility and Access. 
The typical North American street is designed to prioritize 
moving vehicles through quickly, neglecting the Place function.

www.SlowStreets.ca            SlowStreets@gmail.com


